A Regency Ebony-Inlaid Mahogany Pedestal Desk in the manner of
Thomas Hope

Circa 1810
60 x 42 x 31.5 in high (152 x 107 x 80 cm)

The shaped rectangular pedestal desk has a black, gilt tooled writing surface and is
mlaid overall with ebonized, stylized foliate sprays and geometric motfs. The frieze
with three drawers to the front, above a kneechole, flanked at each side by a door
enclosing three drawers; the reverse with conforming frieze drawers and cupboard
doors enclosing a shelf on eight arched bracket and Lion’s paw feet.
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This mahogany pedestal desk betrays the influence of the celebrated arbiter of early
Regency taste, Thomas Hope (d. 1831). The ebony strung anthemion on the frieze
drawers, as well as, the stylised Greek keys to the corners of the cupboard doors both
point to Hope’s influential gout grec. The chief exponent of the 19" century classical
revival Hope published his designs in Household Furniture and Interior Decoration,
1807. Hope’s folio bought about a change in the interior decoration of houses. His style
generally referred to as ‘English Empire’ was furthered by contemporary designers and
cabinet makers such as Thomas Sheraton and continued well into the 19" Century.

The desk resembles one from the collection of the Duke of Leeds, Hornby Castle,
Yorkshire, which is illustrated by Margaret Jourdain, (1934, fig 90). It 1s certainly by the
same maker: they share the same form and similar decorative detail, particularly the
highly distinctive, contrasting ebonised stringing against the rich, dark red mahogany
background imitating the antique. Each desk also has the same fiting mechanism; the
four component parts, the two pedestals, central frieze drawer and the top slotting
together with metal fittings.
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